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VALLEY BRANCH WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Minutes of Regular Meeting No. 1062 

                  Web Conference Call (WebEx)  APPROVED 
  Thursday, June 10, 2021 7:00 p.m.  MINUTES 

 
  
MANAGER PRESENT:  Ed Marchan, President; John Hamerly, Vice President; Rick Gelbmann, Treasurer; 

Don Pereira, Secretary; and John Brach, Manager 
 
MANAGER ABSENT:  None  
 
STAFF PRESENT:  John Hanson, Engineer, Barr Engineering; Susannah Torseth, Attorney, Galowitz 

Olson; and Melissa Imse, Recording Secretary 
        
STAFF ABSENT:  Jeff Brower, Inspector  
 
OTHERS: Dave Schultz (West Lakeland Township Supervisor) 
 
CALL TO ORDER    President Marchan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  None 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS (Additions/Deletions/Corrections)   None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA   A motion was made by Pereira and seconded by Marchan to approve the agenda for June 
10, 2021. A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• President Marchan-Yea 
• Treasurer Gelbmann-Yea 
• Secretary Pereira-Yea 
• Manager Brach-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC FORUM           None 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR    
A motion was made by Brach and seconded by Gelbmann to approve the Consent Calendar.  A roll-call vote was done 
for the motion: 

• President Marchan-Yea 
• Treasurer Gelbmann-Yea 
• Secretary Pereira-Yea 
• Manager Brach-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously. 
• May 27, 2021, Draft Meeting Minutes 
• Wildflower Shores Wetland Bank Vegetation Management 
• Resolution Approving the Sale of Property Located at 6908 Jocelyn Road North, Grant 
• Resolution Approving the Sale of Property Located at 6921 Jocelyn Lane North, Grant 
• Treasurer’s Report  

 
UPDATES AND REQUESTS FROM PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERSAND CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC)   
None   
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT    None 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/ENGINEER   
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Valley Creek Ravine 21 Stabilization Project-Bidding and Easement   In 2019, VBWD received a $405,000 
Clean Water Fund (CWF) grant for the Valley Creek Ravine stabilization project. This project will continue to protect and 
improve Valley Creek, a world-class trout stream in the VBWD. Stabilizing Ravine 2E, which conveys runoff from a 
150-acre watershed directly into the main stem of Valley Creek, will prevent approximately 7.8 tons annually of 
sediment from depositing in the creek and silting over trout spawning sites. It will also reduce the annual total 
phosphorus load to Valley Creek and the nutrient-impaired Lake St. Croix by approximately 52 pounds per year.  
The project area is located on three private properties, north of Valley Creek Trail and Neal Avenue South in Afton.  The 
managers reviewed the 90% design plans.  The estimated construction cost is $280,000.  After discussion, a motion 
was made by Pereira and seconded by Hamerly to authorize Barr Engineering to negotiate and execute the easements 
and agreements with the private property owners, and to proceed with the project bidding upon final review by VBWD 
legal counsel and complete final edits to constructions plans and specifications.  A roll-call vote was done for the 
motion: 

• President Marchan-Yea 
• Vice President Hamerly-Yea 
• Treasurer Gelbmann-Yea 
• Secretary Pereira-Yea 
• Manager Brach-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously. 
 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan   No comments were 
received on the MS4 report.  The managers reviewed the draft annual MS4 report.  A motion was made by Brach and 
seconded by Gelbmann to direct Barr Engineering to submit the report.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• President Marchan-Yea 
• Vice President Hamerly-Yea 
• Treasurer Gelbmann-Yea 
• Secretary Pereira-Yea 
• Manager Brach-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously. 
 
Landlocked Basin Comprehensive Planning Study:  Update and Groundwater Monitoring   At the March 25, 
2021, meeting, the managers approved the scope for a VBWD Landlocked Basin Comprehensive Planning Study, with a 
modification to include analysis of impacts and remedies for future developments. The managers also approved 
finalizing the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) Planning Assistance to States (PAS) agreements. 
Barr Engineering revised the scope and is still working through contracting with the USACE.       
Some of the monitoring work will begin before the official project kickoff. The monitoring includes collecting water 
quality and lake-level monitoring data (through the Washington Conservation District).  Barr Engineering is also 
proposing performing some additional groundwater-level monitoring to augment data from the existing VBWD 
groundwater well network. The groundwater data will inform and help calibrate the proposed groundwater models 
developed and used in the planning study. 
After discussion, a motion was made by Marchan and seconded by Gelbamnn to authorize Barr Engineering to execute 
the easements and agreements and sign any permit applications needed for the installation of the groundwater-level 
monitoring wells.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• President Marchan-Yea 
• Vice President Hamerly-Yea 
• Treasurer Gelbmann-Yea 
• Secretary Pereira-Yea 
• Manager Brach-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously. 
 
Culvert Failure  Background:  At the May 9, 2002 meeting, the VBWD managers agreed to hire a contractor to replace 
a collapsed culvert on private property upstream of Sunnybrook Lake.  At the time, the managers agreed to pay for the 
work on the culvert even though the culvert is on private land, as they felt it was critical part of the conveyance of 
floodwaters, and no other entity, including the City of Grant would fund the work.   
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Earlier this year, a neighbor to the land owner contacted Inspector Brower and Barr Engineering about the condition of 
the culvert.  The soil adjacent to the culvert has sunk and water is flowing parallel to the culvert rather than through it. 
Water is not pooling any higher upstream than when the culvert functioned properly, but repairs are needed.  The 
managers are concerned with the surface water implications of the failing culvert, and directed Barr Engineering to 
contact the land owner to see if a cost share of the repair work would be possible.     
 
MANAGER’S REPORT   
Return to In-Person Meetings   VBWD’s principal place of business is the Baytown Township Community Center.  
Baytown Township Board met on June 7 and voted to re-open the Baytown Township Community Center with specific 
rules on using the facility.  After discussion, the managers decided to return to in-person board meetings beginning 
June 24, 2021 and directed Barr Engineering to contact Baytown Township for the finalized rules and to reserve the 
Community Center.   
 
Manager’s Tour  After discussion, the managers would like to set up a tour for early Fall.  Barr Engineering will send 
out potential tour dates.      
 
REPORTS 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS AND BUSINESS 
Valley Branch Watershed District Web Ex Meetings:  June 24, 2021 and July 8, 2021 7:00 p.m.   Secretary 
Pereira may be absent at the July 8 meeting.  The remaining managers plan to attend the meetings. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None        
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None  
 
FUTURE ITEMS 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Marchan and seconded by Hamerly at 8:05 p.m. to adjourn the meeting.  A roll-call vote was 
done for the motion: 

• President Marchan-Yea 
• Vice President Hamerly-Yea 
• Treasurer Gelbmann-Yea 
• Secretary Pereira-Yea 
• Manager Brach-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
       
/s/ Don Pereira 
 
Don Pereira, Secretary 
 
Minutes approved by Managers 6/24/2021 
 


